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SUBJECT: OSMAN SABBE DISCUSSES LATEST MEETING WITH SOVIET 
EMISSARIES 

1 . ITALIAN EMBOPF MET WITH ERITREAN I .PAPER OSMAN SABBE 
JUNE 18 AND PASSED US DETAILS OF CONVERSATION. ACCORDING 
TO EMBOPF, SABBE SAID HIS FACTION HAD HELD SECOND MEETING 
WITH SOVIET REPS IN KHARTOUM TO EXPLORE ERITREAN ISSUE. 

SABBE DELEGATED ONE OP HIS OWN REPS TO MEET WITH YUGOSLAV 
AND SOVIET AMBASSADORS. THEY TRANSMITTED TO SABBE REP 
PROPOSAL THAT SOVIETS READY TO SUPPORT ERITREAN CAUSE 
PROVIDED SOVIETS RECEIVE ASSURANCES THAT ERITREANS WOULD 
BE "PROGRESSIVE". SABBE TOOK THIS AS INDICATION SOVIETS ARE 
INCLINED TO SUPPORT RAMADAN/AFAWORKE PACTION. 

2. SABBE PRAISED IRANIAN RESPONSE TO ERITREAN 
REQUESTS POR ASSISTANCE, NOTING THAT IRANIANS HAD MOVED 
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QUICKLY TO ESTABLISH REGULAR CHANNELS POR PURNISHING 
ERITREAN RESISTANCE GROUPS WITH SUPPLIES. 

3. SABBE CLAIMED THAT RAMADAN AND AFAWORKE HAD BOTH 
RECEIVED TRAINING IN CHINA. HE CONTINUED, HOWEVER, THAT 
CHINESE WERE CURRENTLY ADOPTING "WAIT AND SEE" POSTURE 
TOWARD ERITREAN/ETHIOPIAN ISSUE, AND WERE NOT INVOLVED IN 
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PRESENT POLITICAL MANEUVERING. 
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